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Purpose is the starting point when envisioning a small 
space. 

Consider the needs and requests of residents and tenants to 
clearly define what purpose the space will fulfill.

• Will the space be used for relaxation, meals, mental health 
breaks, or more active pursuits such as yoga?

• Do building tenants crave more connection with nature?

• What existing views can serve as a focal point? 

• What visual focal points could be created to anchor the 
space?

“Designing the small space as a purposeful destination gives users a reason to visit and a clear invitation 
to use the space,” says Elaine Schweitzer, account executive with Moore’s City Branch. Elaine shared the 
following recommendations.

Every leaf matters, especially in urban settings where green space is limited. This article shares how to create 
inviting and useful small outdoor spaces for relaxation, conversations and meetings, plus ideas for adding 
vibrant natural elements in small-scale places.

These strategies are also applicable to suburban properties that want to have comfortable person-scale 
vignettes in a larger campus setting.

The Moore You Know

How to Make the Most of Small Outdoor Spaces
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Four primary elements to consider 
for small space design:

1. Vertical structures help define the space.

Vertical elements can be as solid as a building wall or 
as delicate as a wire trellis. 

Vertical elements are used to frame a view, even 
create an interesting view, and to direct the focus of 
users. 

Small trees, larger tropical plants, climbing vines, 
hanging baskets, and vertical planters define and 
soften the space without sacrificing much floor area.

2. Containers and planting beds add color, 
texture and liveliness. 

• Planting beds are not always available for small 
spaces, but containers provide endless options.

• A container garden with a variety of container 
sizes and heights creates a lush, full planting 
arrangement. Selecting containers in the same 
color family creates a harmonious look and ties 
together the various shapes. 

• Layering a mix of textures such as succulents, 
ferns, vines, spikey evergreens, and thick or 
delicate leaves packs considerable visual interest 
into a small space. 

• Small amounts of seasonal color have a robust 
impact, bringing much needed liveliness to an 
urban environment.

• Evergreens provide year-round color. Dwarf 
spruce, boxwood, and alpine currant are 
coniferous shrubs that are easily shaped for small 
spaces.

• Natural materials such as terra cotta and wood 
planks trimmed with metal accents are a fresh 
trend that adds even more visual interest. 

Container maintenance considerations: 

• Well-drained containers are essential for 
plant health and safe outdoor over-wintering.

• Containers require frequent watering, so 
access to water and maintenance services 
need to be considered during planning.
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3. Overhead options bring 
an open space down to 
human scale. 

Pergolas, shade trees, and strings 
of café lights cover a space without 
enclosing it.  

Canvas shades protect users from 
sun and weather and extend the 
usability of the space.

Hanging baskets filled with ferns 
or summer annuals help define a 
space and add refreshing greenery 
and color.

4. Site furnishings add 
functionality and comfort. 

Furnishings help define the 
purpose of the destination space. 

Multi-purpose pieces that can 
serve as seating or a low table 
are especially important in small 
spaces.

Seating for at least four people is 
ideal.

Comfortable seating is preferred, 
especially seating with cushions. 
Smaller wingbacks or club chairs 
are more desirable than decorative 
café-style wrought iron chairs.

A fire pit or outdoor heater 
extends the season.

As first glance, the usability of a small space may appear limited. But with creative vertical and overhead 
elements, container gardens, and multi-function site furnishings, small spaces that delight, soothe and 
inspire can be created. 



MooreLandscapes.com   847.564.9393
1869 Techny Rd, Northbrook, IL

2901 West 31st Street, Chicago, IL 60623

Copyright © 2023 Moore Landscapes, All Rights Reserved

Moore Landscapes Joins With 
Yellowstone Landscape

We are proud to announce that as of the beginning 
of 2023, Moore Landscapes has joined forces 
with Yellowstone Landscape, one of the country’s 
largest and most respected commercial landscaping 
companies. Doing so will make our services and 
capabilities more seamless and efficient, and better 
able to consistently deliver excellent client service.

Moore Landscapes was founded in 1948 by 
Floyd Moore with start-up money he saved from mowing lawns. Moore grew to become one of the larger 
commercial landscape contractors in the billion-dollar Chicago landscape market.

More details will be forthcoming as we move forward with combining operations and transition to the 
Yellowstone brand.

One thing that will not change is your dedicated team of landscape professionals focused on delivering the 
same high quality landscape maintenance, construction, interiorscapes, and snow services that you have 
come to expect from us, and our enduring, 75-years-strong commitment to “Enhancing Environments.”


