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When pumpkin spice lattes reappear on drink menus, it’s a sure sign that fall is coming. So grab your favorite 
refreshing beverage and let’s review fall landscape enhancements, snow removal, and holiday décor items to 
take care of before frost appears on the pumpkins.

The Moore You Know

Prepare Your Landscape for a Fabulous Fall and Winter

1. Put snow services procurement at the top  

of your to-do list.

Snow contractors are currently inalizing service routes, 
equipment allocation, de-icing material orders, and 
stafing. Service capacity is limited, so property 
managers need to act quickly to secure resources.

2. Plan protective measures for trees and shrubs.

Salt contamination and desiccation caused by winter 
winds are the most signiicant health risks for deciduous 
and evergreen trees and shrubs during Chicago’s 
wintertime.

The following strategies can help mitigate the potential damage.

a. Protective fencing serves as a physical barrier that reduces 
the amount of salt and de-icing product that reaches trees and 
shrubs. The fencing is typically a black mesh fabric installed in 
November or December to protect high-risk and high-value plant 
material. The fabric is removed during spring clean-up.
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b. Anti-desiccant spray applications create a 
waxy coating that serves two purposes: it slows 
down evapotranspiration (or drying out) and 
also serves as a physical barrier to prevent salt 
products from burning leaves and branches.

Anti-desiccants are typically used on evergreen 
trees and shrubs including boxwoods, pines 
and arborvitae, plus certain deciduous trees. 
Rooftop gardens, younger trees, trees and 
shrubs up against a southern exposure that get 
a lot of winter sun, larger shrubs in a planting 
box that can’t store as much water, and sites 
that are prone to wind tunnels beneit greatly 
from anti-desiccant applications.

The initial anti-desiccant coating is applied 
in November or December when trees have 
entered dormancy. The waxy coating does 
break down, so if temperatures reach 35-
40°F in January or early February, a second 
application is ideal.

3. Budget for mitigating the effects of  

winter salt.

Urban trees are particularly hard hit by salt 
contamination, as much of the sidewalk and 
sometimes street de-icing products end up in the 
tree pits. While there’s no silver bullet to reverse 
the damage, extra watering in spring can help 
dilute the concentration and lessen the impact. 

Salt stresses turf and plants by displacing essential 
nutrients. Application of gypsum along the 

curbs and sidewalks helps neutralize the effects 
of salt. Gypsum helps dislodge the salt so it can 
leach away. 

4. Make the holidays merry and bright!

We’re excited to share the latest looks for the 2022 holiday season. While the emergence of new holiday 
décor trends has slowed the past few years due to supply chain issues, there are plenty of creative ways to 
refresh displays or develop an entirely new look.
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Traditional red looks thoroughly modern 
when combined with rich gold tones on bells, 
ribbons, bulbs, and poinsettias. 

Playful polar bears, penguins, snowmen, elves and dogs delight children  
of all ages.

Outdoor lighting lifts spirits, helps with curb appeal, and 
makes your building look lively and welcoming all winter.

Daring black accents provide 
an elegant upgrade, especially 
when combined with burgundy, 
gold or silver.

Crystalline 
white is simply 
beautiful. Varied 
textures, shapes 
and inishes 
make a singular 
color palette 
vibrant.

Platinum is the newest 
version of silver. Velvety, 
sparkling and relective 
platinum elements  
elevate a green palette  
to show-stopping.

Blue represents strength and stability and is 
appearing this year in tones ranging from teal 
to cobalt to deep navy. When paired with mixed 
metals, the result is both soothing and inspiring.

Glowing golds, warm caramel, and rich, 
chocolatey bronze tones are an irresistibly 
decadent combination.

Classic jewel tones updated with popular 
accent colors bring together the best of the old  
and new.
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September Enhancements Checklist

Taking care of the following items this fall will optimize your landscape’s health, safety, longevity and value. 
When you’re done with the checklist, treat yourself to that pumpkin spice latte!

Flower alert! 
Growers want orders for next year’s spring and 
summer annuals by October. Supplies and speciic 
sizes continue to be limited. Color palette and lower 
designs used to be a post-holiday activity, but now 
it’s best to place orders before Thanksgiving to 
ensure availability.

Conirm fall bulb orders ASAP.
Fall bulbs are installed in late October or early 
November before the ground freezes but when it’s 
cool enough that the bulbs won’t start to grow. Bulb 
supplies are limited, so order now to secure the 
colors you prefer.

Schedule turf core aeration. 
Fall is an ideal time to perform turf core aeration to 
open up compacted soils and allow fertilizer to better 
reach the root zone where it is most beneicial.
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Get ready for the fall planting window.

Tree and shrub replacements can be installed until 
the ground freezes in November or December. 
Nurseries typically have a 2-3 week window when 
stock is dug and becomes available. If you’re 
considering fall replacements, conirm with your 
account executive ASAP so plants can be obtained. 

Supplemental watering is needed until the ground 

freezes.

Newer plant material needs plentiful water to 
ensure establishment. If rainfall is not adequate, 
supplemental watering should be scheduled for 
newly planted and transplanted trees, shrubs and 
perennials.

Bed coverage keeps your landscape attractive 

throughout the winter.

Spring mulch breaks down during the growing 
season, so a light fall mulch application helps keep 
beds looking fresh throughout the dormant months. 
Cut evergreen boughs are a festive way to add bed 
protection and seasonal color. 

Schedule fall and winter pruning.

Fall pruning can be performed when temperatures 
are consistently cooler, typically late October through 
mid-November. Technicians will limb up trees, 
trim back branches that are touching a building or 
blocking signage, remove suckers and dead wood, 
and thin canopies. Winter pruning begins when 
leaves have dropped and trees are dormant. 
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