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The needs and expectations of the hybrid workforce have 
undeniably changed the way building owners want their property 
to function. As we prepare for summer, now is the perfect time to 
refresh or even reimagine your landscape.

Here are three top trends to consider as you plan 2022 site 
improvements. 

1. Landscapes are playing a greater role in the tenant 
experience.

Post-lockdown workplaces are now more active and engaging, 
but usage patterns have deinitely changed. Landscapes may 
need modiications or enhancements to meet new expectations.

a. Wellness is paramount. 

Property owners are adding new walking paths, widening 
existing trails to comfortably accommodate coworkers 
walking side-by-side, and adding itness stations to outdoor 
paths or rooftop spaces.
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b. Socially connected is replacing socially distanced.

Benches and seating options are popular additions along 
walking paths and throughout properties to encourage 
impromptu conversations and foster social engagement. 

Outdoor café spaces are in-demand locations for outdoor 
meetings, informal gatherings, and as a relaxing place for lunch 
and breaks.

Moveable planters are a fantastic way to immediately reshape 
outdoor spaces while maintaining the lexibility to reconigure 
spaces on short notice. Plus, the container plantings add color, 
vibrancy and more food for pollinators. 

c. Let’s have fun together!

Outdoor chess and checker games, cornhole, pickleball, 
volleyball and other yard games add liveliness to an outdoor 
environment and give employees a fun way to reconnect.

2. Sustainability is more important than ever.

News reports deliver daily reminders that sustainability efforts need 
all-in commitment. Doing your part to help the environment can also 
be beautiful and beneicial to your tenants. Consider how your site 
could beneit from these popular initiatives:

a. Choose native plants.

Native plants and trees can tolerate the extremes of heat, 
drought and excess water better than most non-native plants. 
Native plants are more naturally suited to the local soils and 
growing conditions, so they require less fertilization and are 
more disease and pest resistant.

b. Redesign drainage and irrigation for extreme weather.

Due to climate change, we are regularly dealing with more 
intense rain events followed by longer periods with no 
precipitation. The capacity of existing drainage systems needs 
to be reevaluated and likely reconigured to contain extreme 
amounts of water and prevent damage to your building or 
infrastructure. 

While native plant material can better tolerate periods of 
drought, having supplemental irrigation may be necessary to 
prevent plant loss and also to support the establishment of 
new native plants. 
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c. Divide ornamental grasses and perennials to 

expand existing plant stock.

Perennials and ornamental grasses need to be 
split every 3-5 years to maintain vigor. This plant 
health practice also provides additional grasses 
and perennials to plant elsewhere without having 
to purchase new material. 

Naturalizing bulbs is another way to expand color 
displays without buying more plants. After fall 
bulbs have bloomed in early spring, the bulbs 
can be transplanted into areas where they can 
naturalize and provide spring color for many  
more years. 

d. Plant to support pollinators.

Pollinators are essential for lower and food 
production, so being mindful of pollinators’ 
needs is important when planning landscape 
enhancements and maintenance practices. Native 
plant displays that provide continuous blooms 
throughout the growing season are ideal for 
pollinators. IPM must be carefully managed to 
control pests and diseases without negatively 
impacting beneicial insects.

2. Revisit site safety.

Pandemic isolation fundamentally changed our sense 
of safety in public places and with others. But there 
are steps property managers can take to help tenants 
regain a sense of comfort when navigating the 
outdoor environment. Recommendations include:

• Add more lighting in parking lots, along 
pathways, and at exterior building entrances.

• Cut back overgrown plant material to allow clear 
sight lines.

• Consolidate users to create more density. For 
example, if you have three lightly utilized parking 
areas, consider closing one or two lots. The lot 
that remains open will beneit from the greater 
frequency of pedestrian and vehicular trafic and 
a heightened sense of safety in numbers.
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A few reminders about supply chain issues:

Early decisions help us navigate  

supply chain issues.

Supply chain issues will continue to cause shortages 
of plant material, fertilizer, plant health care 
products, hardscape materials, containers, site 
furnishings, replacement parts, and labor well into 
next year. Property managers that make earlier 
decisions will be irst in line for limited supplies.

Build lexibility into planning. 

We encourage property managers to design and 
budget for all the enhancements you’re considering 
for your property. Then we’re prepared to move 
quickly to an alternate option or to jump on an 
opportunity when plants or hardscape materials 
suddenly become available. 

Have a wonderful summer!

As you consider your landscape and 
imagine its possibilities, take a few 
moments to enjoy the restorative beauty 
of the natural environment. 


