The Moore You Know
7 Fall Landscape Tasks to Check Off Your To-Do List
Fall brings welcome relief from summer’s intense
heat along with plump pumpkins, tangy apple cider,
brilliant fall foliage colors, and gorgeous fall flowers.
Before we get carried away with fall fun, let’s take
care of 7 important items on the fall landscape to-do
list.

1. Jump on the opportunity to plant trees.
Fall is an excellent time for planting trees from a tree
health standpoint. There is typically more ground
moisture and the trees are not subjected to the
rigors of summer heat stress. Nurseries have a brief
fall digging window to replenish inventory, so there’s
an opportunity to secure newly-available trees. Tree
inventories are expected to be very tight for several
years, so if you’re considering adding trees to your
landscape, jump on this opportunity now.
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2. Restore and rejuvenate stressed turf.
This summer’s cycle of very dry, very wet, then
very dry weather was quite stressful on turf, plus it
created an environment for chinch bugs and grubs to
flourish. An additional slow-release fall fertilization is
a wonderful idea this year.
For turf that needs more intensive intervention,
aeration and over-seeding can help. Aeration (slicing,
poking holes, or removing small plugs or cores) is
a practice that reduces soil compaction, breaks up
thatch, and allows more nutrients, air, and water to
reach the turf root zone. Over-seeding introduces
new grass seed to take root in the freshly-worked soil,
resulting in new growth which also helps suppress
weeds.
Turf restoration and rejuvenation practices need to be
performed early enough in Fall to allow time for the
new growth to mature before the first hard frost.

3. Confirm fall bulb installations.
Nearly all spring bulbs are sourced from Holland, so
bulb supplies are experiencing the same international
logistics challenges facing other industries. Confirm
bulb orders ASAP to allow adequate time for
shipping and timely fall installation.
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4. Finalize your holiday décor wish list.
Small touches such as a new tone, texture, or element
can instantly refresh a holiday display.
This season, the spectacular play of bronze, copper,
and platinum metallic tones has eclipsed shiny silver
and gold ornaments. Incorporating hints of the new
mix of luxury metallics is enough to elevate your look.
Rustic wooden elements and plaid fabrics combine
beautifully with woven twigs and pinecones to refresh
or extend a nature theme.
White, gray, and beige tones with silver accents
create an exquisite minimalistic chic neutral color
scheme that’s spot on for 2021.
Holiday décor materials and lights have the same
supply issues we’re experiencing with other items, so
finalize decisions as soon as possible to allow time for
sourcing the colors and look you desire.

5. Brighten the entire winter season with an
outdoor tree lighting program.
Outdoor tree lighting helps with curb appeal and
keeps buildings looking lively during short winter
days. More property owners are extending lighting
programs well beyond the traditional six-week
holiday season and keeping trees lit until March.
Lighting installations begin in October when most
leaves have dropped, but finalize plans now, as some
lighting supplies are already sold out.
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6. Get a jump on Spring 2022 enhancements.
Expect extended lead times on materials for 2022
enhancement and renovation projects, as pandemic
related shortages and supply chain issues are not
projected to resolve until 2023. Let’s talk about
budgeting for 2022 now instead of waiting until
spring. With early approvals, materials can be
ordered this fall so your projects won’t be delayed.

7. Schedule winter services to keep your
landscape safe and healthy.
There is much that can be done during the winter
months (in addition to snow removal) to keep your
landscape healthy, safe, and ready for a beautiful

spring. Because winter weather is more variable
than ever, Moore is staffed to service your landscape
needs year-round. Winter services include:
• Trash policing, curb line cleaning
and debris removal
• Removal of excess de-icing products
to prevent corrosion of metal site
furnishings and building elements
• Storm damage clean-up
• Plant protection with anti-desiccant
applications, wrapping, and
watering when temperatures are
suitable
• Dormant tree and shrub pruning
• Safety and corrective pruning of
broken and split tree branches
caused by storm damage or heavy
snowfall

Winter is an excellent time to prune deciduous trees.

• Removal of dead or declining trees
• Invasive weed clearing

Have a spectacular fall season!
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